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MOUNT AIRY/SURRY COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
     

MEETING OF JULY 22, 2021 
 

 

The Mount Airy/Surry County Airport Authority met on July 22, 2021 for an Airport Authority 
meeting. The meeting was held at 6:00 pm at the Surry County Historic Courthouse, 114 West Atkins 
Street, Dobson, North Carolina.   
 
Authority members present in-person for the meeting, at various times, were Authority Chairman 
Larry Johnson, Authority Member Van Tucker, Authority Member Eddie Harris and Authority Member 
Mark Marion. Authority members present virtually for the meeting, at various times, were Authority 
Member Bill Goins, Authority Member Ron Niland and Authority Member Jon Cawley.  
 
Others present in-person for the meeting, at various times, included: 
Chris Knopf, County Manager 
Sandy Snow, Assistant County Manager 
George Crater, Airport Manager 
Rhonda Nixon, Finance Officer 
Brinkley Church, Surry County 
Nathan Walls, Authority Secretary 
Darrick Olinger, Parrish and Partners 
Jeff Kirby, Parrish and Partners 
Ed Woltz, Authority Attorney 
 
Others present virtually for the meeting, at various times, were Martha Brintle, MIS Director, and 
Jeanette Hege of Surry County.  
______ ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Authority Chairman Larry Johnson called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Chairman Johnson requested the Airport Authority consider the minutes of the May 11, 2021 Airport 
Authority meeting as presented. Upon motion of Authority Member Marion, seconded by Authority 
Chairman Johnson, the Airport Authority voted unanimously to approve the minutes as written.     
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Rhonda Nixon, Finance Officer, provided a financial update for the first six months of Surry County’s 
operation as Airport fixed base operator. She said revenues came in at 102 percent of what was 
budgeted, and expenses came in at 92 percent of what was budgeted, which would total 
approximately $70,000 in fund balance. Ms. Nixon said expenses were less and revenues were more 
than expected. 
 
She said fuel sales were $168,760 for the six months, which is a lot more than anticipated. George 
Crater, Airport Manager, said that number represents approximately 60,000 gallons sold compared to 
approximately 25,000 gallons sold for the same time period the previous year. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Crater presented a construction update on the Phase II construction project. He said the 
contractor is progressing with the project, but wishes they could move faster, including working on 
Saturdays. However, he said the contractor is doing good work and has had difficulty hiring enough 
people; at times, the contractor had challenges with hiring enough people to run machinery. 
 
Jeff Kirby, with Parrish and Partners, said the estimated completion date for the project is next week, 
July 26-30. Mr. Kirby said the contractor will probably not meet that goal and that the contractor 
targeted mid-August as a new completion date. Responding to a question from Authority Member 
Van Tucker, he said there were wet weather issues with the project, but the contractor had already 
exceeded extensions that were granted based off that. 
 
Chairman Johnson asked questions about a slope near the haul road that will come out during 
construction. He asked about the gravel areas inside the fence being paved, which Mr. Kirby 
confirmed was true. They discussed space for a new terminal and potential future hangars, as well as 
other details, including the current retention pond. The location of the future buildings and the 
retention pond is in between John Springthorpe’s hangar and hangar 23. They also discussed a 
potential future taxiway extension project. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Crater discussed future projects with the Airport Authority, including potential hangars and a new 
terminal. He said the area between the Springthorpe hangar and Hangar 23 is site prep ready – now 
it’s a matter of getting the funding for the building construction. Right now, Mr. Crater said the 
Airport Authority only has funds for paving the aprons and pads for future hangars – the funding is 
earmarked for paving only. 
 
Authority Member Tucker discussed how $2.9 million for a new terminal is in a draft NC Senate bill. 
He said the bill has not gone to the NC House yet. Authority Member Tucker said Sen. Phil Berger was 
very optimistic in his tone about the Airport Authority acquiring the funding. Chris Knopf, County 
Manager, said he has asked the State to include language in the bill that specifies the $2.9 million is 
for a new terminal. 
 
Mr. Crater said the Airport has recently received better traction from the State on potential parallel 
taxiway funding. Mr. Kirby said he has been working with the NC Department of Aviation to turn the 
parallel taxiway project into a reality. Mr. Kirby and Mr. Crater said that because of the great work 
during the current Phase II construction project, the parallel taxiway project cost has gone down, 
which seems to be more attractive for future funding possibilities from the NC Department of 
Aviation.  
 
Authority Member Jon Cawley discussed how he already watched the flyover simulation video of 
what the Airport could look like in the future. He proposed public-private partnerships to expedite 
the funding for new hangars. Mr. Kirby explained how public-private partnerships for hangars have 
worked at Piedmont Triad International Airport in Greensboro. Authority Member Harris said the 
Airport Authority has not had any issues with acquiring funding for hangars. Mr. Crater said the 
Airport can use non-primary funds (NPE) for hangars. Authority Member Harris described past 
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numerous requests for public-private partnerships and said they were rent-to-own situations. He said 
he knows counties do it all the time, but he thinks it would be a last resort to consider if the Airport 
becomes desperate for hangar space.      
 
Mr. Crater described a tenant who received a lease reduction of $100 per month because he buys 
approximately 1,000 gallons of fuel a month, which means more revenue. 
 
Authority Member Ron Niland asked for more details about public-private partnerships. Authority 
Member Cawley said that with potential tenants on the waiting list, we should look at the public-
private partnerships to expedite the construction of more hangars. Mr. Crater said seven small planes 
are on the waiting list – he said the Airport has no space for big planes, but there is interest. No one 
commits because there is no extra hangar space right now, Mr. Crater said. Mr. Knopf said that T-
hangars for small planes are planned near the proposed parallel taxiway extension. Mr. Kirby clarified 
what public-private partnership hangar arrangements are. Authority Chairman Johnson said Authority 
Member Cawley knows someone local who can build public-private partnership hangars. There was 
further brainstorming and discussion about potential future hangars. Authority Chairman Johnson 
said the Airport Authority really needs to push for more hangars on the south end of the Airport. 
 
Authority Member Niland had to leave the meeting to assist with a church youth trip and 
complimented Airport staff for their great work. 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson and Mr. Kirby further discussed dirt compaction possibilities for the 
future parallel taxiway extension. 
 
Commissioner Harris said major work has been done at the Airport.    
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Crater provided an operations update, saying he has met with Parrish & Partner’s architect, 
Lindsey Architecture, about a $7,500 architecture design fee that would be needed prior to the 
construction of a new terminal. Mr. Kirby said this is necessary and would not be a full design – it 
would be a conceptual design with floor plans to give the Airport Authority an idea of what square 
footage would look like. 
 
Mr. Kirby and Mr. Knopf discussed how $2.9 million proposed in the State budget would cover the 
construction. 
 
Mr. Kirby discussed the possibility of a restaurant in the terminal, which would include offices.  
 
Authority Member Harris asked Mr. Kirby how Mount Airy-Surry County Airport compares to 
Statesville’s airport, with the Statesville airport being considered a 10. Mr. Kirby said the Mount Airy-
Surry County Airport would be a 6 or 7. 
 
Mr. Kirby discussed how some airports have built facilities that were too small on the date the 
buildings opened. He said that space needs will be looked at during the conceptual design phase with 
Lindsey Architecture. 
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Upon motion of Authority Member Harris, seconded by Authority Member Marion, the Airport 
Authority voted unanimously to utilize Lindsey Architecture, via the Parrish & Partners Professional 
Services Agreement, paying them a $7,500 architecture design fee for a new terminal conceptual 
design.     
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Crater continued the operations update, discussing a proposed maintenance contract with Josh 
Roder, who has worked at Smith Reynolds Airport in Winston-Salem. Mr. Roder would bring his own 
clients, including large planes, and may add some Mount Airy-Surry County Airport tenants over time 
to provide them maintenance services. 
 
Mr. Crater said he would like to bring the services to the maintenance hangar without charging a 
lease fee to begin with and the Airport staff would see how much fuel revenue the planes are 
accumulating. Once the additional revenues are reviewed, a maintenance hangar lease fee could then 
be determined. 
 
Authority Member Marion liked how Mr. Roder has his own liability insurance.  
 
The Airport Authority asked Ed Woltz, Authority Attorney, questions about the draft maintenance 
services agreement. 
 
Mr. Crater also said that Mr. Roder bought a Piper airplane at Mount Airy-Surry County Airport and 
he has a single engine Cessna that he could use for an Airport flight school. 
 
Upon motion of Authority Member Tucker, seconded by Authority Chairman Johnson, the Airport 
Authority voted unanimously to enter into a maintenance agreement with Josh Roder.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In another operations update item, Mr. Crater discussed a proposal for a flight school with multi-
engine aircraft from Gold Leaf Aviation, which would be operated by Brinkley Church, who is an 
employee at the Airport. 
 
Mr. Crater and Mr. Church said multi-engine flight schools are geared towards pilots who want to get 
their corporate license and to fly professionally. Mr. Crater said that aviation is a small community 
and word of mouth is key in advertising. He said multi-engine schools have demand and there are not 
many schools in the area. 
 
Mr. Church asked for hangar space and fuel discounts for the flight school in the proposal. 
 
Authority Member Harris asked Mr. Church his work schedule, which is 40 hours a week. Mr. Church 
told the Airport Authority that he would run the flight school when off work. Authority Member 
Tucker and Mr. Church discussed avoiding conflicts of interest. Authority Member Harris asked Mr. 
Woltz about avoiding conflicts of interest and Mr. Woltz said he needs more time to review the 
proposal to ensure that. Ms. Nixon said she would like the finance auditor to review the proposal 
also. 
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Authority Member Tucker discussed with Mr. Church how he would run the flight school on his days 
off.  
 
Authority Member Harris and Authority Member Tucker said the multi-engine school would be a 
great benefit. 
 
Sandy Snow, Assistant County Manager, asked Mr. Church if he must maintain certain credentials to 
run the multi-engine flight school, to which he responded yes, he must maintain flight instructor 
credentials, to be renewed every two years. 
 
The Airport Authority reached consensus for the proposal to receive further review.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In another operations update, Mr. Crater discussed the purchase of foam to fight potential fuel fires 
and emergencies. He proposed that Mount Airy-Surry County Airport would purchase the foam and 
Bannertown Volunteer Fire Department would store it. Any used foam would be replenished, Mr. 
Crater said. 
 
Mr. Crater said the low bid of $6,733 for 64 containers of foam from Fire Connections of Rocky Mount 
is the best choice, according to Dale Harold, Surry County Emergency Services Training Officer. 
 
How and where the foam would be stored was discussed by the Airport Authority. Authority Member 
Harris said foam at the Airport, with the proximity of the fire department, is a great addition. Mr. 
Crater said that the Elkin airport has foam. 
 
Upon motion of Authority Member Tucker, seconded by Authority Member Marion, the Airport 
Authority voted unanimously to purchase foam for $6,733 from Fire Connections of Rocky Mount and 
to budget the annual purchase of foam up to $7,000 annually. 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Mr. Crater discussed a potential car show at the Airport that would be run by Tamsen Beroth on 
October 16, 2021. Ms. Snow said the event is subject to liability insurance. Mr. Crater said the 
Airport’s only requirement is to provide the venue. 
 
The Airport Authority, Mr. Woltz and Mr. Crater discussed how planes would fly in for the car show, 
food trucks would be present and the public would attend. Authority Member Harris joked that a 
restaurant would be needed on top of the new terminal. 
 
Authority Member Tucker said we should try this at least one time. 
 
Upon motion of Authority Member Harris, seconded by Authority Member Tucker, the Airport 
Authority voted unanimously to allow the Mount Airy-Surry County Airport to hold the October 16, 
2021 car show fly-in, contingent upon meeting all legal requirements, including that all event vendors 
are insured. 
______________________________________________________________________________  
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Mr. Crater discussed how to handle an issue when hangar tenants sell planes, but they don’t bring in 
another plane within the required time of 90 days. The current policy is that any tenant who does not 
bring in another plane within 90 days will void their lease and be required to move out. Authority 
Member Harris recommended that a certified letter be sent to tenants, saying they’ve been notified 
of the 90-day rule. The Airport Authority reached consensus on the recommendation. There are 
prospective tenants on the waiting list, Mr. Crater said. Mr. Woltz said that now is a poor time to nail 
down a policy on the topic since the federal government is running so slowly during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Mr. Knopf said the 90-day window with the situation has been definitive and that the 
tenant exceeded it (the Airport bylaws state the 90-day rule). Mr. Church said that there are several 
Airport tenants unhappy that the offending tenant has not left. Authority Chairman Johnson told Mr. 
Crater to handle the tenant situation and that he would rather have one offending tenant unhappy 
than many complying tenants unhappy. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Authority Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Woltz for the status of the Brown family property, which Mr. 
Woltz provided to Authority Chairman Johnson. 
_______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Mr. Kirby and Mr. Crater presented a flyover video, showing what the Airport could possibly look like 
in future years, following more construction projects, including a new terminal, new buildings and 
other improvements. Mr. Kirby confirmed that the flyover was a video version like a master plan or 
Airport Layout Plan (ALP). 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mr. Crater said that the next Airport Authority meeting is scheduled for September 23, 2021. 
Authority Chairman Johnson said the next meeting will be held at Mount Airy-Surry County Airport. 
_______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Upon motion of Authority Member Harris, seconded by Authority Member Cawley, the Airport 
Authority voted unanimously to adjourn at 7:44 p.m. 
 
 
   
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Larry Johnson      Nathan Walls 
Airport Authority Chairman     Airport Authority Secretary 


